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(54) PRINTING CONTROLLER AND PRINTING TIME ESTIMATION DEVICE 



(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a printing controller capable of imparting an estimated accurate 
printing start time to a work station issuing an inquiry request. 

CONSTITUTION: An estimated printing start time calculation means 130 calculates an 
estimated printing start time based on a time required for a printing processing of all 
printing data to be processed. When receiving an estimated printing start time inquiry 
request from one of a plurality of work stations, e.g. from a work station WS1, a control 
means issues information of the estimated printing start time calculated by the estimated 
printing start time calculation means 130. At the same time, the control means rejects an 
estimated printing start time inquiry request from the other work stations until receiving 
either printing data or a printing data printing termination command from the work station 
WS1. 
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